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Afrasiyab and his Turanians (ib. s. 27). Again, in
Yasht X. 16, we find Mithra regarded as " the spiritual
Yazata who rides through all the Karshvares bestowing
the hvar&no (or Eoyal Glory)". Accordingly, wherever
the cult of Mithraism went, the cult of the Eoyal
Glory was sure to accompany it. Thus when Mithraism
was Hellenized, the Royal Glory was translated into
the designation of Tyche Basileos (Encyclopaedia of
Religion and Ethics, VIII, 754).
The points o! contact between Mithraism and
the cult of the Grail deserve to be carefully investigated.
To begin with, let us consider the * talismans,' 'jewels*
or 'treasures' connected with the Grail Legend. These
were (a) the Cup, VOSG or caldron, (b) the Sword and (c)
the Lance or spear. l\ow,even in their decayed stage,.
the Mithraic monuments and coins relating to Mithra
reveal all these characteristic features. The cups,
vases and plates are to be found in abundance in the
Mithraeurns. But, apart from that, the u craters " or
vases, placed under the bull sacrificed by Mithra, form
a most important and general feature of the sculptures
representing the Taufobolium (of. Gainont, Monuments
figures relatif aux Myst&res de Mitlira, pp. 100-102)-.
Cumont in his monumental work attaches great impor-
tance to these vases as representing the element of
Water on the Mithraic monuments. Apart from this,,
the vases and crater represent the Fons Aeterni of life
(ib. p. 137), which is also an important Idea in the
Grail Cult. Cumont would have attached even greater
importance to these " craters" or " Eraters " hai